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FROM THE EDITORS

etting the opportunity to oversee
the working of the first offline
school magazine after two years
has been a challenge in the best sense of
the word. Our experience can be summed
up i two words: Legacy and
Responsibility. We have to uphold the
legacy of our predecessors and we have a
responsibility towards our school of
making this year’s school magazine an
extension of its stellar reputation.

It is befitting to say that our student body is a storchouse of talent which we have tried

to reflect through the pages of this magazine, be it through writing, art or photography.

The culmination of countless hours of working, editing and shortlisting bore fruit to
this edition of *Voices’ that you hold in

your hands.

As the name suggests, to write 1s to have a voice. Our vision with the editorial process
was to bring forth some of those voices and hopefully encourage more echoes in the
years to come.

Our journey as editors has taught us that those who work with integrity and passion
today, do not have to worry about tomorrow.

As the batch of 2023 bids farewell to the premises of GD Goenka Public School,
Vasant Kunj, we leave with a parting gift in the hope that every time you open this
magazine, you are brought back to the place where your journey truly began.

Ananya Kashyap

Rabanee Gujral

RIS

(Scan QR code to access video)



“Trust the wait. Embrace
the uncertainty. Enjoy
the beauty of becoming.
When nothing is certain,
anything is possible.”

- Mandy Hale

t is @ privilege to witness the growth and evolution of
our Founder Schoot: I am_filled with pride as ! see the
manifestation of my vision here. I appreciate the
enterprise and enthusiasm ¢f the students as they aim to
make meaningfid contributions to the global aréna. {am
happy that afi-Goenkans leave the-portals of our school
with a winning artitude =well equipped o face the
challenges of the future !
The Yearbook s a forum foryoung minds to express
themselies-and describe their interactions with_reality. Our
school provides a plagform that inspires a new league of
thinkers to discover their true calling thac helps them
undeash their dreams and hopes for the future.
An array of events, activities and experiences flll up the
Goenkan calendar and the students get to express-their
opinions and views and share their explerations of life
itself in the Yearbook:
1 take this opportunity te-encourage the students and the

staff for their gffores and passionate pursuits.=..

With best wisies

CHAIRMAN
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= .- = e school has gained a firm footholdon the

__{:crﬂ‘an&?'u&'_r_m and the Goenkan fourney has
ShEk rt'{-:bfrfdﬂgzizc'd the way education is perceived and
’_;_,-/';F given-ir @ new meaning-and direction.

= With-rew exp}iﬁ'siarzg, nty role as arn educaror fias been an

— : ';v}ﬁ_rﬁx{gind'd:rcidqg one: Fhis schoal conforms to my

== vislon ofan ideal space where diséiptine, values and
creativiey are given ru;u';&rfedg’. Through these portals,
dynamic leaders are carved our Lmd's;mfrms are provided

@ plagform to manifest their highest potential.

The Yearbook providesaq. Slimpse tnto our school life.
We are a school which is child centred and so all-our
gﬂbfﬁ,“mmm_}{@ and our endeavours revolve around the
achievement of each student’s potential, academicatly,
socially and emotionalfy.
We have-the. highest expectations. for each young person in
our care and, as such, i is our responsibiliy to do our

st to ensure that is exacdly whar each of them realizes.

=z we believe rfzc}.:jiiﬁr{?p:*ople have new ideas and they are

confident in standing up for what is right. These ideas and
a strong stance, when applied, can be a great agent of

e == }hange: It's been @ definite approach to negotiate benween
children, teachers and parents in order to achieve
perfection and excellence, All Goenkans use their talents (o
express their feelings and make cheir contributions to the
community.

I ook forward to developing in each member of the school
Lo Rty the-ability and passion to work wisely, creatively
and ¢ffectively for the betterment of humankind,

Appreciating all ¢ffores,

With warm regards




PRINCIPAL

To quote Albert Einstein,

‘Life is like riding a
bicycle. To keep your
balance, you must keep
moving.

Dear friends and studenis,

ne gf my daily maneras that I fike is that.....Everyday is a chance

to be beteer !

The key words to being better are of course, fo maincain ¢ balance and fo
keep moving. An educational fourney involves both. finding a balance
between learning and knowledge and to constantly strive to move ahead

and excel.

Fhe young mind is very tender and malleable. it has tremendous potencial
to expand, multicask and grow in a variety of directions.

Our students grow up in profeceed and sqfe cocoons of comfore and it is
crucial for all to develop a social connect outside the environmene of the
school butldings too. A sense of empathy and awareness towards social,
economic and ecological issues is the need of the hour. The extension and
the expansion of the all round educational experience is what we as
Goenkans aspire for.

The Yearbook is an extensive collection of the experiences of our students.
We can find the various nuances of school life here,

I hope that all the students feel encouraged to know that they can be
changemakers and trendseteers in society by choosing an idea and

actually empowering themselves to implement it too.

Those of us advocaring for social / civic action projects in schools feel
convinced that these will lead to our children growing up to be more active
and responsible adult cirizens.

Sensing an earnest interese among the youth , it is gratifying to see more
and more children stepping up and gerting our gf their comfort zones gf

Just academic pursuits and self gain and enhancement.

The activism has become trendy in a good way and the engagement in
social change programmes have become {ife long learning experiences and

cherished memories shared within the peer group.

Let us continue to guide, monitor and encourage the young community as
we gather stories and testimonies of the gffect we see on students as they
involve themselves in social change ¢fforts right now.

I appreciate all the efforts that have gone in the compilation of this
publication.

The CBSE board has given the mandate for students to do SEVA and learn
to connect to the sociegy.

This experience surely enhances their perspective and changes their

attitude to a selfless and generous one.

Ms. Meenakshi Bhakuni
Principal

GD Goenka Public School
Vasant Kunj

eeping in mind our
motto: "Higher,
stronger, Brighter",
;We»glve our little ones the
very best, each and every

~ day... an idyllic ambience,

Ql locatlon and pollution
lronment for




ARNAV GARG | SCHOOL CAPTAIN | BATCH OF 2022-23
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ARNAV GARG | SCHOOL CAPTAIN | BATCH OF

Our Athletic Meet which felt as
competitive as the Olympics, the Gayatri
Devi Basketball Tournament which had
the same fan base as that of an India-
Pakistan cricket match.

Every moment of this journey will be
missed. Our silly fights, begging for an
extra P.E. period, sharing that small
lunchbox with the whole class, laughing at
the lamest joke, dancing to item songs on
school trips ... the list is endless.

We Goenkans can achieve the impossible.
After all, we added glamour and fun to the
city of Bhopal which had seemed a quiet
place. Goenkans know how to create
memories that last a lifetime.

I would like to use this opportunity to
thank my BFF's for life, our teachers.
Thank you, for being the foundation of our
successful life. Even if we make it to the
Forbes list. which I am sure many of us
will, a teacher will always have something
to teach us that will help us grow further.
Thank you, teachers, for the pleasant smile
you would put on every morning to uplift a
lazy mood.

You made this place feel like our second
home. Good education changes a person
but a good teacher can change everything.
When we started our Goenkan journey, we
wanted it to end soon. Now, when it is
coming to an end, we want it to start all
over again.

12 years feels like a very short time now.
Par kisi ne sahi kaha hai...

“Babumoshai zindagi badi honi chahiye,
lambi nahi ... *




SHIVANI MEHRA | SCHOOL CAPTAIN | BATCH OF 2022-23

n behalf of the outgoing batch

of 2023, I would first of all

like to thank all the teachers
and students who deemed me worthy
of this prestigious post. I truly
wouldn't have been here without your
utmost belief and support.

What a strange feeling, isn't it? All of us, in Class
12, contemplating whether we feel relieved ki ab
toh thand mai 6 baje nahi uthna padega or feel
upset about not having canteen ki famous dal
makhni for lunch every day. I, for one, cannot
decide how I feel as there’s so much to miss yet so
much to look forward to from here on. But the one
thing that is certain is that no matter how
challenging this journey has been for all of us, it
truly has shaped us into the people we are today.
Each and every one of us has grown and
blossomed, whether it was because of the

M

infamous hot seat punishment or the unfiltered
guidance from our teachers. I went from crying
my way through junior school, because my
classmates ate my chicken nuggets and I missed
Mamma, to not wanting to go back home at all
after our dance practices. Teachers, I promise it
was always a full day rehearsal!

When we’re young, we're always so fascinated by
the idea of growing up, becoming adults, getting
to drive, becoming independent. But now that
we’'re approaching this milestone of graduating,
staying kids, all carefree, doesn’t seemn all that bad
anymore. From walking in trains to the
playground for the rain dance, the fish wall in
junior school aur Manjeet Ma’am ki eclairs, to
writing with pens, boards ka stress aur school trips
ke truth and dares. From Covid putting the brakes
on our lives and also cancelling the Board exams
(thankfully!) to readjusting and relearning how to
socialise, and giving 3-hour theory exams with no
conference call on the side, after a 2-year lnatus.

SHIVANI MEHRA | SCHOOL CAPTAIN | BATCH OF 2022-23




GLIMPSES
THROUGH THE

YEAR

A year end compels us
to take a walk down
memory lane.

A peek into the life of
Goenkans in
school.......

Annual Basketball
Tournament, Annual
Athletic Meet, student
camaraderie, polishing
culinary skills, hoisting
House flags, stage
performances and
celebrations! Enjoy!
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Birds stay in the nest till they
are strong enough to take wing.
But while in the nest, they
LEARN to read, write, draw,
paint, compete and just BE !
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Our relationship with success is driven largely by our relationship with multiple failures.

The mistakes that we 'relentlessly' commit over the years.

The failures that we sit down with and reflect upon, that make us inch towards success at the most
unexpected times.

Success has no prescriptions. It is about using failures as reflections to create our own success.
VOICES - CONTRIBUTOES - Ankur Warikoo
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Breaking the Barriers

Space is an almost perfect vacuum, nearly void of
matter and with extremely low pressure, Space is
so vast that scientists say we have discovered
only about 4% of it, in reality almost nothing. This
gap between what we have discovered and what
is still unknown is covered by space fiction books
and movies. We have seen exceptional space
fiction films like Interstellar, Lost in Space, The
Martian, Apollo 13, etc. in the past decade which
may throw light on some interesting truths of
space and our existence. Science fiction takes the
level of imagination to extremes. By changing
what counts as figure and what as background,
the character can be seen in ways otherwise
impossible, so ultimately we can understand
ourselves in ways that would otherwise be
impossible. Science fiction teaches us that human
imagination has no bounds.

Sometimes we see black holes as big apocalyptic
gravitational monsters which suck up everything
and nothing can escape them, not even light, and
sometimes there is a b-dimensional world inside a
black hole which can give us a glimpse of the

past.

Sometimes it seems impossible to reach the
boundless frontier of space as space is trillions of
light years huge and nothing can surpass the
speed of light, but fictional stories of worm holes
or warp travel show a way to travel at the speed
of light by bending space itself. Science fiction
movies and books show us just how creative
humans are and that there is no lack of

imagination in the world.

Being brave when all hope is lost is also one of
the things that science fiction teaches, especially
in dark and frighteningly uncertain times. Movies
like 'Lost in Space’ teach that losing hope is not an
option. Despite the charters getting lost in space
for mare than twa years when they were on their
way to a new habitable exoplanet - Alpha
Centauri, they never lost hope and never gave up.
The strong and courageous characters in science
fiction movies teach us to face all the difficulties in
life and never give up. They also teach us to work
hard for our dreams. No matter how impossible or
unrealistic someone's dream may be, if the person
has the potential and belief that his dream can be
achieved, then making impossible things possible
is not hard. To conclude my piece, | want to quote
a line by the main character, Cooper, of the movie
Interstellar, “We've always defined ourselves by
the ability to overcome the impossible. And we
count these moments. These moments when we
dare to aim higher, to break the barriers, to reach
for the stars, to make the unknown known. We
count these moments as our proudest -
achievements.” ' . ; T : ' ﬁ L
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Harshit Agarwal, 12 D

Anshika Gupta 11F

The Appeal of Blogging

Do you have an amazing talent for writing? Are you
passionate about a specific topic? Or do you just like sharing
your life with complete strangers? If yes, a blog is probably a
great outlet for you. Blogs, sometimes referred to as online
diaries, are an evolution of journal writing where people can
self-publish their feelings, engage in activism, build
community, or merely just share ideas. A professional blogger
is an individual who writes blogs for a living and has gained
some expertise in the field of writing. In a world full of speed
and technological revolutions, a simple blog serves both, the
writer's as well as the reader’s needs. From the perspective
of a writer, blogs serve as a forum for presenting one's
genuine opinions and experiences. On the other hand, from
the reader’s perspective, a blog is looked upon as an open
reservoir of information for easily enriching one's knowledge.

In my perspective, considering blogging as a professional
choice looks like a healthy decision. It is among one of those
career avenues which require bare minimum investment but
have enormous profits in return. There are many justifications
I have in hand while making such an argument.

Blogging as a professional career doesn'’t require any

specific degree or course but it does require excellent
writing skills. Any one can take up a career as a blogger, it is
not gender specific. Men and women bloggers enjoy equal
benefits because gender is insignificant in this career.
Everyone, including those with special needs can opt for a
career in blogging. As long as they have the desire to show
the world that in all conditions they can accomplish their
goals. The appeal of blogging is that anyone can do it from
anywhere. Blogging can be done from your residence, from a
cafe, or from the beach. Anybody who wants to share their
words with the world could do so with a few clicks of the
mouse and a keyboard. Whether individuals have a message
they would like to convey, a professional service they are
looking to sell, or a simple desire to have their words
published for others to read, blogs can achieve these
objectives simply and conveniently.

Shivansh Beri, 1 C
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Have We Mistaken
Comfort For Civilization? '

Our age has mistaken comfort for civilization. This is because, |
believe, we humans have reached a point in our day to day lives
where we are satigfied with what we have. We don't have the
same level of hunger to evolve and get better with time which our
previous generations had. Humans have started to believe that
they are at the peak of evolution. This is far from true. There is still
so much in this galaxy, universe and Earth which we have no clue
about. But the sad truth is, humans don't want to look any further.
We have reached a level of technical ability which we did not think
was possible. We can buy clothes, food, everyday items, etc, ina
matter of minutes so'why would we want to evolve?

The comfort and convenience which is being provided to us by
electronics is slowly and gradually ruining us, and we are not doing
anything about it. This comfort has killed our desire to try new
things and take up new hobbies. Families have started to become
distant even though they are close to each other. The new
generation has become introverted as they do not have the
confidence to talk to people when they are not behind a screen.
Due to the comfort of technology we have become lazy and
lethargic, and as a result we, humans, feel lost. We don't know
what we are doing with our lives and our future because we just
don't care about it anymore. This advancement in technology is
truly the best and worst thing to happen to humankind. We can
reach anywhere anytime by simply ealling a cab, transfer money to
someone in a matter of seconds. On the flip side, we are drifting
from our families and friends. This is a time to cherish the good
times we have with them. Instead, we give them the least priority
and do not realize that they won't be with us forever and will be
gone sooner than we think.

The sad truth is we can't eliminate this technology from our life,
because by doing so we will be pushed back thousands of years
in terms of evolution. However, what we can dois limit our
obsession with technology and get back on the right track, which
is the evolution and betterment of human life. Limiting the use of
technology will not be as easy as we think because we rely on it
for the most basic things in our daily lives, but this is something all
humans have to do if we ever want ta truly evolve.

Aditya Sehrawat, 1 C
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An Eye
For An Eye ?

P The idea that the death penalty should be given
% tothose who commit heinous crimes is a flawed

e concept. | believe that elimination of a criminal

. does not mean the elimination of the crime. We
need to work towards a more effective solution.
Capital punishment will interpret saciety as
revengeful and merciless. There will be no scope
of reformation for the criminal.

| believe that no one is born a criminal or a rapist
or a murderer, it is society and a lack of proper
value system that turns people into criminals.
Perhaps the safest approach then is to educate
our children about this. The answer to viclence
cannot be reached through the path of more
violence. Imposing criminal punishment will not do
2 justice o the criminals who were trapped in the

L4 loophole of crime because of factors like poverty.
In some cases, having the threat of the death
penalty looming over the case may make victims
less likely to report cases of sexual violence, or
even face increased pressure from their families
to keep the matter to themselves.

The execution of a death sentence comes at the
end of multiple stages of appeals, so there may
be a delay in getting justice. Apart from this,
death penalty may lead to the opposite, it could
lead to criminals making sure that the victims are
left dead or in no state to make a complaint or
- recognize them. States that have death penalty
iy laws do not have lower crime rates or murder
rates than states without such laws. In a civilized
\ society, we must reject the principle of literally
: doing to criminals what they do to their victims.
S The penalty for murder cannot be murder. We
1 should not, therefore, punish the eriminal with
i death.

Having said that, life imprisonment can be an
alternative for the death penalty as it gives the
chance of reformation to the criminal and even if it
doesn't work, life imprisonment can act as the
severe punishment. Thus, instead of merely
enhancing punishment, tackling crimes against
women and children requires broader social
reforms, sustained governance efforts and strong
investigative mechanisms.

Kashika Saluja, 11C

Padmakshi Pradeep Kumar 9C

Every Morning

Every morning, for the past 14 years, the alarm went off,

With reluctance, | woke up or was woken up.

Every morning, | tried my best to create an excuse,

Be it a fictitious stomach ache or cough.

Every morning, | was forced to go to this building,

Where | was locked in and made to read, write and learn.
Every morning, | had no idea that these 14 years would go by,

In the blink of an eye, with every little memory etehed in my
brain.

The brain that this building developed.
The memories that were created in this building.

The memories with people whom | will never be able to say
goodbye to.

For 14 years, 've wished to be a senior,

| wished to grow up as fast as | could and do grown-up
things.

Never in these 14 years, | thought | would be reminiscing
about my earlier days.

Ewvery morning, | hoped that a teacher would be absent so we
could have free time,

Every morning, | wished for the rain to not barge in on our
games period,

Never in these 14 years, had | thought | would be the one
raining tears on leaving.

There was a time when | believed that nothing would change
after school, :

But little did | know that change is only the only constant in
life.

There was a time | thought we all would stay friends,

But as | went through the heartbreaks and walk-aways |
learnt that things change, and people change.

Maybe it's all for the better, as this journey comes to an end.
All we have are these bittersweet memories,

which make us sob our hearts out, most of them happy
moments,

That we want to cherish and relive again.
For, it is too late now. Every morning | wish to wake up as a
student and live my school days again.

Kaveri Sharma , 12 B
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Dear Aassia

How are you? As | sit here writing this letter to you at the age of 17, | hope you are
doing well and that this world has been kind to you in the 43 years that you have
lived ahead of this time. I'm sure you have changed a lot, in good ways more than
bad. After all, your eagerness to always be better never fades even when times get
hard. | hope you lived the life you have always wanted - one full of success,
happiness, adventure and love, and that you enjoyed every moment of it. I'm sure it
was not one without pain or difficulties, but I'm certain that you would've pulled
yourself out of it.

| am currently in grade 12 preparing for my board examinations which are almost
around the corner. A marksheet that will decide my career - at least right now |
think it will. But you would know better. It really felt like time is slipping away this
year, maybe because this is my last year in school with the friends | thought would
be with me forever. However, it is now scary because everyone will be starting
their own lives when college starts. Who knows what will happen next? | wonder if
you and our friends really went on all the adventures we always talked about, and
are still in touch. That would be amazing. Coming to college and the new life I'm
talking about, | hope you had a good time. Did you travel a lot? Are you a doctor
now? Is our dream finally true? Or did you find another passion to follow? Either
way, | hope you are proud of yourself and of how far you have come.

| want to remind you to be grateful for the life that you have lived. | hope you have
learnt to be gentle with yourself, and not so self-critical as you tend to be right now.
| hope you are surrounded by people you love and people who love you. | hope you
have accepted that no one lives forever, including you, and so, | trust that you have
done your part to make this world a better place, and have made a difference no
matter how big or small. I'm sure time has not slowed down, so don't forget to enjoy
the next twenty years and cherish every moment as they pass. Keep waking up
with a smile on your face ready to take on the world, but remember to let yourself
relax when it is necessary.

There is so much more that | wish to write but for now, here's to living life to the
fullest and making the most of the time that we have. Take care.

Love,
Your Self
Aassia Kaur Dua, 12A

Hypocrisy Is
An Art

"God has given you one face, and you make
yourself another" - William Shakespeare

| sometimes feel that we live in two, parallel
universes at the same time. We are one person
when we are alone, but the moment another
arrives, the hypocrisy begins. We totally become
someone else by putting on a mask. Maybe not
always to de maybe more often to be polite,
as a mark of respect. But the truth remains that
we cease o be who we really are. If the world is a
e all actors. We cannot live on this
ithout being fake at some point. Some
2 try vainly to convey that everything about
ck and white, but their true colours
start to show soan after.

Hypocrisy isn't something that is taught or
imparted to us as a value, yet each one of us has
mastered it. | wonder where and when this skill is
learnt, or is it just a natural survival instinct we are
barn with? Hypocrisy is at its best when we point
out the amount of fake-ness' in this world, just like
me writing this article. But, 'm not against
hypeocrisy at all. We go through each day, trying to
smile even if we aren't happy and give insincere
compliments to others who we might not like. |
feel it is harmless since it helps maintain some
civility, as long as it doesn't trample upon the
emotions of others. Imagine a completely honest
world, where people always speak their mind and
hurl profanities at each other. The world would be
filled with rancour and bitterness. Will we be
happier then? But on the other hand, pretence
becomes vicious, the moment we use it to
manipulate others to act in our interest and to the
detriment of their own. Though, no matter how
well we pretend, real situations expose fake
people and so, we can't perpetually get away
with it! Die-hard hypocrites are what | fear the
most, but fortunately they are the easiest to spot.
Fake friends will back out when you need them
the most. Some people show their true colours
once you are no longer beneficial in their life. Such
hypocrites are the problem. An open foe may be a
problem, but a pretentious friend is a curse. There
are numerous examples of what | have stated in
real life, and everyone will have their own
perspective on it. But as for me, | don't mind a little
bit of hypocrisy, but excess of everything is bad,
So, go ahead and be a hypocrite. Make it an art,
adding value and peace to your life and to that of
others, as long as you are aware of where lo
draw the line.

Shriya Soni, 12 B










































































































































































































